
WASHINGTON.
"Liberty aud Uulou, bow aua lorever, one *»<l

inseparable. '

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER .11, 1847.

another chapter in the history of the
TEXAS ANNEXATION.

We are in a fair way of arriving at the full and
true history of the Annexation of Texas, by means

of the controversy that has sprung up out o» an

accidental remark in this paper concerning it. I hat
remark called out Ex-President Tyler in his first
Letter to the Editors of the National Intelligencer.
To that Letter the Ex-President of Texas replied ;
and to him the Ex-President of the United States
has rejoined, in the Letter in the preceding columns.
These Letters belong to History. They belong to

it at least so far as they show what were the im¬

pelling motives of the leaders in the Annexation
project, which, as our readers know, we opposed
with all our might whilst it was an open question,
and which we have ever since deeply regretted,
upon several grounds, and (not least among them)
upon that of the danger, into which our Executive
rushed, without even waiting for its near approach,
of the odious war which has raged for more than
a year past with the Republic of Mexico.

Enough has already been developed, in the
course of this controversy, to show that the An¬
nexation was sanctioned by Congress under an en¬

tire misunderstanding of the merits ot the case.

Congress would certainly not have agreed to the
44 Annexation," on the one hand, had they known,
as we now know from the disclosures of this C or-

respondence, that all the alarms of European de¬
signs upon Texas, and in particular of the move-

ments near that Government of a certain loreign
gentleman 44 with a white hat," were only ingeni¬
ous devices played off by Mr. Houston for the
purpose of duping Mr. Tyler. Nor, on the other
hand, would Congress have consented to the An¬
nexation, had they known that, instead of the im¬
perative duties of Humanity and Self-preservation
urged upon Congress by President Tyler, the
main purpose of that distinguished functionary in
his scheme of annexation was in reality 44 a vir¬
tual Monopoly of the Cotton Plant !"

^Intending to allow to Ex-President Tyler in our

columns all the latitude he desires, and to leave the
field free to him and his brother Ex-President, we

refrain for the present from commentary upon this
Letter of the former; not engaging by any pro¬
mise, however, that we will not hereafter, at some
convenient season, review the history of the
44 Annexation " by the lights which the chief agents
in it, on each side, are now throwing upon its
hitherto impenetrable mysteries.

Advices from Rio of the 30th July state that Mr
Wise, our Minister at Brazil, would leave shortly
for the United States in the frigate Columbia.

General Kearny..The citizens of St. Louis
tendered to this distinguished officer the compli¬
ment of a Public Dinner, \Vhich, however, circum-
jtances obliged him to decline.

A gentleman who>has just arrived in this city fromthe White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, informs us
that himself and a number of other gentlemen were
in Mr. Clay's room a few minutes after he had
heard of the death of the lamented Governor
Wright. Mr. Clay was deeply affected, and paid
a touchingly beautiful impromptu tribute to the
honored dead, by alluding to his generous nature,
uncompromising integrity, accomplished powers in
debate, and his eminent public services. Thoughpolitically opposed, these distinguished statesmen,
in their frequent and unrivalled discussions of greatnational questions in the Senate of the United
Slates, ever maintained towards each other the
highest respect and (the warmest feelings of attach¬
ment. Honorable alike to the living and the dead
is the incident here related, and we have pleasure
in giving it to our readers.
The Journal of Commerce states that the very

respectable house of Prime, Ward & Co., of New-
York, have suspended payment, awaiting iurther
advices from England. The failure of several Lon¬
don houses is the deeply-regretted cause ol this

.» suspension.
The "Union" seems to think that if we do not

" acquire Mexican territory" the prosecution of the
war will be 44 a profitless farce." Wearealraid
the tragedy of the war is too serious a one to have
the least particle of comedy connected with it.
even in its conclusion. The prosecution may be
44 profitless," territory or no territory, but it will
be no 4*farce.".Jilex. Gazelle.

The Editor of the Democrat, in avowing himself
in favor of conquering and annexing all of Mexico,
lias merely adopted what is now understood to be
the object of this war and the cherished purpose of
the Administration. After protesting that the war
was not waged for conquest, the editor of the Gov¬
ernment organ has at length grown bolder than he
formerly was, and declared that if we do not sub¬
jugate and annex Mexico the war wilt prove an
44 utter failure," and all the victories we have gain¬
ed will only render us ridiculous in the opinion of
the world. Other Locofoco editors, like our neigh¬
bor of the Democrat, emboldened by the example
of the Government editor, have taken thfe same

ground, until it can scarcely be doubted that it is
the intention of a large proportion of the Locofoco
party to bring into this Confederacy all of Mexico,
with all her vile, ignorant, and lawless population,
amounting to seven or eight millions of souls ! This
infamous scheme of conquest and appropriation, of
national wrong and robbery.the most magnificent,wicked, and Ilcaven-defying scheme that ever dis¬
graced a Government professing to respect the prin-ples of honor and justice.is gaining ground alarm¬
ingly in high and low Locofoco quarters, and it can¬
not longer be doubled that a hot and perilous strug¬gle will be made to accomplish it.
We know that the magnitude of this scheme will

cause many persons to doubt whether it is serious¬
ly entertained by the Administration. We do not
pretend lo say that Mr. Polk has all along had his
cupidity fixed on su^h an enterprise, althoughthere arc many circumstances which strongly sus¬
tain the supposition that it has long been secretlyentertained by the Administration. Our rulers be¬
gin to despair of bringing Mexico to adopt the
terms they wish her to accept, and, being unwillingto relinquish any portion of the conquests made
by our armies, have probably concluded that the
best method will be to conquer all of the territory,and hold military occupation of it until the peopleof the United States can be induced to favor the
annexation of the whole of Mexico.

[ Ltmitvilk Journal.
Upwards of one hundred passengers went South in tho mail

boat from Washington on Thursday morning. The current
ol travel is netting in that direction, ami the I'ntomac route ap-
|>ears lo be much in favor with the travelling public, which i«
not surprising ; for with tho fast anil commodious Merimer An
ifu*fa, and her deservedly popular commander, Capt. J. W.
Rogers, it could not well be otherwise..Alex. Gazette.

GOOD N K VV S.

The New Orleans papers received last night
brought the important intelligence that on the 20th
ultimo Gen. Scott was at the gates of the city of
Mexico.having had two battles, in both of which
he was victorious.and that, at the instance of the
Mexican authorities, he was then awaiting the issue
of a summons to Congress to act upon the propo¬
sitions for peace which had been previously trans¬

mitted to Mexico by our Government. This intel¬
ligence inspires the joyful hope of an early close to

an unhappy and ruinous war, and the speedy re-

establishment of peace.
The news reached Vera Cruz on the^ evening of

the20th ultimo by an express courier from Orizaba,
who brought the following letter to Mr. Dimond*
the Collector at Vera Cruz :

Ouizaba, Abuust 25, 1817.
Mr Dear Friend : The Mexican mail which has just

come in brings the following intelligence, which I copy Irom
the Diario OJicial del Gobierno. Deiag of so great impor¬
tance I send you this express courier, who will be with you
to-morrow about 12 o'clock.
On the 20th two brigades, commanded by Gen. Valencia

and Santa Anna, went out to attack the Americans near San
Angel. Valencia's division has been, completely defeated,
and Santa Anna, after the first rencontre, fell back also in
disorder to the city.

'l'hey immediately after this asked for a suspension of hos¬
tilities, and offered to hear the propositions of peace from Mr.
Trist. The next day the Minister of Foreign Relations in¬
vited the Congress, through the newspapers, to meet for that
purpose.

These are the great facts, which no doubt will bring after
them peace. Yours, truly.

Another express arrived in Vera Cruz on the
26th, with letters containing the same news in sub¬
stance, and the following translation of the an¬

nouncement of it in the Diurio del Gobierno;
TltANSl.ATi.ll FROM THE DIARIO OFICIAL DEL OOHIEIIXO.
On the 20th August Scott's troops, who intended marching

on Peiion, turned it and arrived near Tacubaya. As soon as

the news was known at Mexico, Valencia's division went out
to attack the Americans at Los Llanos de San Angel, and
was completely routed. Next came Santa Anna, with another
division, which shared the same fate after some fighting. The
Mexicans retreated to the capital in great disorder, and such
was the panic created by their defeat that the Minibter of For¬
eign Relations immediately convoked the Congress to take
into consideration Mr. Tiist's proposition. A suspension of
arms was demanded by the Mexicans and granted. The
Americans are around Mexico, but had not entered the city on
the 21st. |

Such (says the l'icayune) arc the meager details
which we have of these important events. No
couriers from Gen. Scott's army direct have been
able to get through, so far as we can learn. But,
from the foregoing statements, it is manifest that
Gen. Scott holds the city of Mexico at his com¬

mand. That Gen. Scott did not choose to euter
the city of Mexico is apparent. He was doubtless
deterred from entering it by a desire to save the
pride of the Mexicans when upon the eve of im-
portant negotiations. It is now supposed that the
extraordinary courier which left Vera Cruz for
Mexico on the 12th ultimo, a day in advance of
the regular English courier, was the bearer of in¬
structions to the British Minister to oiler again his
mediation ; and we think we may safely say that
he was instructed to do so, if possible, before Gen.
Scott entered the capital. We believe the instruc¬
tions were positive, and no doubt they were obey¬
ed. Having absolute confidence in this representa¬
tion of the acts of the British Government, we
think it reasonable to suppose that Gen. Scott was

influenced by a knowledge of this mediation to
trust once again to the efforts of Mr. Trist to ne¬

gotiate a peace, and so spared the Mexicans the hu¬
miliation of the armed occupation of their capital,
llis characteristic humanity may also be presumed
to have strongly influenced him to save Mexico
from the violence of a hostile occupation.
Though containing little additional information,

we add the two following letters from the New
Orleans Press.the first one from the Bulletin and
the second from the Times :

Vera Ciue, August 27, 1847.
The house of Haigous & Co. received a courier yesterday

from their partner, who is at the capital, and in a few hurried
lines says that Gen. Scott was before the city. There had
tieen an attack made on a portion of the American army, but
the Mexicans were repulsed with groat loss.

Proposals had been sent to Gen. Scott offering to treat, and
the fighting had been suspended, though the batteries and ar¬

tillery of the Americans were all ready to fire on them, and
Gen. Scott had actually commenced when the Bag of truce
reached hiin.
The result was not known, though the courier verbally re¬

ports that the American army were actually entering the city
when he left. Nothing further will probably l»e known until
the airival of the Eugli*h courier, who is expected on the 1st
September.
The Americans had cut off the supply of water, and the

army was on both sides of the city. The fight that took place
was with that portion under Worth. The action lasted two
hours, and was sanguinary and decisive a* regards the Mexicans.
We know nothing as to the American l »ss. Gen. Scott, be¬
sides his flying artillery, has a very large battering train with
him, and no doubt is felt here that he has obtained possession
of the, city. We anxiously wait full details, and sincerely
hope it will lead to peac«.

Vera Cm, August 27, 1817.
We last evening had an express from Orizaba, with a sin¬

gle despatch, under date of the 25th instant, giving us the
important information that a part of the Mexican forces, un¬
der General Valencia, had been completely routed by General
Scott, and that a column under the immediate command of
Santa Anna fell back upon the city. The action took place
at San Angel, a place some six or eight miles southwest from
the capital, on the 20th instant.
As soon as Santa Anna found himself in a comparative state

of personal security, he dispatched a flag to General Scott, re¬

questing a suspension of hostilities until time should be afford¬
ed for formal action on the subjoct of propositions, intimating
at the same time the readiness of the Government to receive
ihosc brought by Mr. Trist. The Minister of Foreign Affairs
also immediately wrote circulars, published in the Diario Ofi-
cial, calling an immediate ses»ion of Congress, with the object
of taking these propositions into consideration.

If the Yankee army had been one of Visigoths, greater
alarm would not have l>een created by their approach: and the
Government has been driven and whip|>ed ami all jmrties
scared into the measure that common sense has failed in in¬
ducing them to take long ago without coercion. It is an ex¬

cellent sign that the Mexicans value their rapital so highly,
and the best results are to be expected from this exhibition ot
a shade of real and becoming pride.

Whether (Jen. Scott decided to drive them to desperation,
by advancing at once upon the city, or to lay upon his arms

keeping it at his feet, we have not learned. Our next ex¬

press, which is anxiously expected, will tell, and I hope to in¬
form you by the next steamer that joint commissioners are en¬

gaged in arranging terms of peace. Goil grant that their ef-
fmts may be early successful, and I am lull of hope that such
will be the case. The despatch which contains the intelli¬
gence which I now give winda up with this unqualified decla¬
ration, " Peace will positively l>e the result."

rnoM the'new on leans picayune or September 3.

We have given none of the minors current in
Vera Cruz as to the fall of Mexico. They arecvi-

dently founded on imperfect reports of the real
state ol facts. The rumors circulated here that
Santa Anna and Valencia were taken prisoners we
believe are totally unfounded.

In regard to the train under Major Lally the in¬
telligence is favorable. We are informed, from a

very responsible source,* that he is known to have
-passed Perote and been on his way in safety to
Puebla. He made some delay in Jalapa. We
have been favored with the two notes following,
the first ol which is a translation from the
Spanish :

»
Jalafa, ArciCiT 20, 1847.

i no American army, after much fullering on ihe road,
ban teen again attacked at Don Hioa by 700 guerrillas, and
badly enough treated. Even before the entrance into Jal.pt
there wassomo hrr.g. Last night, ut 9 o'clock, the Ameri¬
cans entered the city tiring, and retreated one minoa. He was
lassoed by one of the guerrillas. This morning they sent a

flag of truce to the Ayunta Miento (City Council) to as-
certain whether they should enter as friends or foes , but with¬
out avvaiting an answer, they began to enter, and con'tinued
upt,. 1 1 . M., when all got in. There are 76 wagons and
895 men, among whom 317 are wounded and sick. Major
Lally is sick, the horses are worn out.for which reason it is

supposed they will remain here for some lime. It is said that
t ather Jarauta will attack them to-night; but nothing positive.
.. * J. .. L.

Jalapa, Ac«m 23, 1847.
Major Lally, with his command, is still here, and will

probably remain here some time. The guerrillas have all dis¬
appeared from this neighborhood, but to where they have
gone I am unable to say. Aburto, the guerrilla chief, died in
Jalapa a lew .days since, some say of a wound received in
one of the attacks on Major Lally's command, and others by

We do not entertain any doubt that the train, as
mentioned above, had passed Perote and gone oti
in safety to Puebla.

Intelligence reached Col. Wilson on the morn-
ing of the. 27th ultimo that Lieut. David Hender¬
son, of C apt. Latrchild s company of dragoons, and
his party who were sent out by Captain Wells on

151,1 ot August to apprize Major Lally 0f the
approach of reinforcements, were all shot by the
guerrillas. There is little or no doubt of the cor-
redness ol this sad intelligence.
The following letter gives some facts that we

have not before seen, though news promptly reach¬
ed here of the insurrection in Yucatan :

Vkua Chuz, August 27, 1817.
On .Sunday last the city was startled with intelligence from

i ucatan that the whole Indian population of that State had
risen against the whites, and in some districts massacrcd en¬

tirely the white population, with the exception of the women
whom they only spared for a fate still worse than death. The
news was received here by the French Consul in a communi¬
cation from the French Consul at Campeachy, and the mas¬
sacre he says was universal, no distinction being made except
between Indians and whites. In some of the district* the
whites have succeeded in reaching the cities, and were there
waiting succor. There is good reason to hope these will be
able to defend themselves until they are reinforced. At Cam
peachy they were i. expectation of an immediate attack.

ie I- rench brigs ol war La Peyrouse and La Pilate have
it is understood, both been ordered to Campeachy, and there
is a report that Com. Perry is about ordering down one of the
vessels of our squadron. There is, perhaps, some exaggera¬
tion 10 the accounts of the extent of the massacre, but of the
main lacta there is not a doubt. The Indians in Yucatan
have been more oppressed than in any other part of Mexico
because the landholders are generally absentees residing in
Spain, and entrust the management of their estates to stew¬
ards, who, to subserve their own interests, grind the unfortu¬
nate peon to the dust.
An express arrived here on Tuesday from Alvaradoto Com

Perry, with information that the guerrillas had attacked thai
place the night before, and killed a surgeon and two marines
in that town. The steamers Petrita and Scorpion were im
mediately dispatched to reinforce those in possession of the
place.
The Sun of Anahuac of the 25th ultimo contains

the following orders, no doubt suggested bv the es¬

cape of Paredes Irom \ era Cruz :

Collector's Office,
.

vcra crv=, Augutt 25 1817.
."Notick .Passengers arriving a, this port without pass-

ports from the American Consul resident at the port they em¬
bark from, will not be allowed to leave the vessel , and the
master of any vessel permitting such passengers to land will
be fined #500 lor each and every passenger so landed, and the
vessel held responsible for the same.

F. M. DIMOND, Collector.
t . 8. Flac. Ship Gcr.mantown,

Anton Lizardo, Auzus! 18, 1847.
Giithal Oinii, No. 11 All vessels, excepting arm,

steamers and transports, arriving at ports in Mexico held by
the I nited State, lorces, are to be visited by a boat from the
general ship of the day, or any single vessel of the squadron .
that may be in port, for the purpose of tendering the usual
compliment ol services to foreign vessels of war, and of de¬
eding any irregularities in foreign mail steamer* or merchant
vessels, whether foreign or American

It is desirable, when it te practicable, that ihe boarding
otijcer should be a lieutenant. M. C. PERRY

Commanding Home Squadron.
Major Clark, commanding the Castle at Vera

Cruz, had died of the vomito.
I he health of V era Cruz was better, and the

vomito had decreased.
Amkkk ans in California..An oflicer of the

1 opographical corps has written to his brother at
Rochester a letter, dated at San Francisco, May f
30, extracts of which we find in the Advertiser. ;
Among other things, he says :

"I wish the I nited States would export a tetter sample of
her citizens to this country than we have here now. It is
lamentable to see so many people who call themselves Ameri¬
cans without a trace of honesty or honor to control them. I
do not wonder the Californians kick against them. If we are
to retain this country, we ought to establish a despotism for a
few years until a few of the turbulent spirits can be hanued
the rest might take warning and behave themselves. Very
few of them are fit to live in civilized society, and but few are
ht even to live here. Those who came out in Stevenson's re¬

giment I hope will improve the race a little."
A letter from a volunteer, dated at Santa Barbary

on the 14th May, says :
" I he interest felt in the country generally, its commercial

and agricultural advantages, and its people and their customs,
is perhaps even greater than in its political affairs. In these I
must candidly confess I have teen considerably disappointed,
and would caution others how they indulge too largely in
imaginings, and give too ready a credence to the hi«hly-color-
ed description* which mere passers through have given of the
country. All the ideas formed of it are exaggerated. It is no
LI Dorado, after all. and the same requisites for happiness

and wealth are needed here as in any other portion of the
globe. The air is composed of the san# gas., «,.| .he « sweat
of the brow is required to cause the earth to 'bring forth its
fruits in due season.'
" The climate has teen most misrepresented. Instead of

an eternal spring here, we have found 'el otra cosa,' as the
Spaniards say. V\ hen we arrived at San Francisco, in M arch
the weather was as bleak as on the Atlantic coast at the sau.e

season, and during a stay of three *eeks h was constantly
cold and foggy. A sharp cutting wind blows into the harbor
at all seasons of the year, which renders a residence there very
uncomfortable. Since we have l.een in Santa Barbara we have
scarcely seen the sun, and the lovely « merry May* has thus
far teen tec ouded in mist and fog. N0 Paradise this, I can
assure you.

'

Coast 8irt*t.Boston Harbor.La* Saturday even¬

ing, we see by the Boston paj>ers, the United State, steamer
Bibb, one of the vessels of the Coast Survey, anchored at the
Navy Yard there. She has been on the hydrographical ope-
raiions in the vicinity of Nantucket Shoals, am! some dis¬
coveries have tern made that are valuable to general as well
as local navigation. The survey of Boston harbor is at once
to te resumed. Four parties of the Coast Survey have teen
actively employed during the summer in the different branches
of the work necessary to produce a complete chart of Boston
barter and its approaches.one of triangulation, two of to¬
pography, and one of hydrography. By a resolution of ihe
Legislature of Massachusetts, thirty five hundred dollars was
appropriated for this object.

In another year, the " B »ston Post" remarks, we may
hope to see an engraved churt of the whole harter, such as

will not only show its present condition perfectly, but will
also supply the means of ascertaining correctly the future
changes.
The new Fifth Regiment of Ohio Volunteers has been fully

organized by the election of William Irvin Col uiel W*
H. Latham Lieutenant Colonel, and Capt. Lirk Major

LATEST FROM THE RIVER OF PLATE.

Accounts from Montevideo to the 10th July con-

firm the reports which we have previously received
respecting the failure of the English and French
Ministers to effect with General Rosas a settlement
of the difficulties in the River Plate. It appears
that, all other points having been arranged, the ne¬

gotiation stuck on the river question. The Minis-
ters ol 1 ranee and England recognised the sove¬

reignty of the Argentine Confederation over the
Kiver Parana, and that of the Oriental Republic
over the Uruguay, as it was re-established by inter¬
national right. Governor Rosas did not admit this
restriction, but required that the perpetual sove-

reignty ot the two Republics over these rivers
should be acknowledged ; and for this the Plenipo¬
tentiaries had no authority.

1 he Plenipotentiaries afterwards made an ellbrt
to continue the armistice for six months, the re¬

sults ol which are thus stated on the authority of
the Journal ol Commerce of Rio Janeiro :

LordHuwiiEx, on his arrival at Montevideo from Buenos
Ayres, immediately proposed to the Oriental Government and
to Gen. Oril>e a continuance of the armistice for six months,
the French Minister also taking a part in the negotiation, but
with reluctance. 1'he Oriental Government immediately ac*

cepted the proposition, while Gen. Oribe required two days to
reply. At the expiration of this period the secretaries of the
Ministers visited the camp of the besiegers, but Oribe wanted
two days more. When this second period had expired, the
secretaries again visited the encampment, but were again dis¬
appointed, the besieging General asking further delay.

" Twice the secretaries of the mediating legations had re¬

paired to the headquarters of Gen. Oribe in vain. The French
Minister thought he ought not to send his secretary a third
timr, but Lord Howden, more forbearing than his colleague,
again sent his agent, and this time he returned with a definitive
reply. (Jen. Oribe accepted the armistice on condition that
the blockade of all the Argentine and Oriental ports should be
raued, and the besiegers be obliged to sell to the town fifteen
hundred head of cattle per month. These conditions not
being accepted either by the Oriental Government or the
French Minister, the negotiation was broken off.
" In this state of things there were a thousand conjectures

at Montevideo as to the ulterior course of the intervening
Minister?, when, on the evening of the 15th, it was positively
Lnown that Lord HoVhen had just given orders to the com¬
mander of the English naval forces to suspend, on his part,
the blockade of the Argentine and Oriental ports ; but thu't
the French Minister, on the contrary, dissenting from his col¬
league, will direct Admiral Predour to renew the blockade ef¬
ficiently. It seems evident, therefore, that England with¬
draws from the question of the River Plate, and that France
takes the affair into her own hands."
The blockade was still enforced by the French

on the 10th July, and it was reported that the Eng.
lish and French Ministers were about to depart for
Rio de Janeiro, there to await further instructions
from their Governments.

THE PRESENT ASPECT OF NEW ORLEANS.

The funereal aspect of New Orleans, in the pre¬
sence of the fearful epidemic now raging in that
city, is thus graphically described in the Bulletin :

Business i.n New Orleans..The usual inactivity of this
season of the year is of course always increased by'the pre¬
sence of the yellow fever; but for ourselves we have never
experienced an equal dullness and desertion of the citv to that
which exists at present. *

We were yesterday particularly struck at the appearance of
one of our thoroughfares, when, in looking up towards the
river for a distance of three squares, not a drav nor a wheel-
carnage of any kind was visible, and but a soliiarv individual
where in ordinary times we have seen the activity of businew
and the throng of population.

With but few exceptions, our streets during the week pre¬
sent the quiet appearance of the Sabbath.
The levee is deserted by ships, steamboats, and animal life,

and the noonday sun pours down its burning rays upon life¬
less tranquillity. All visiters and business strangers, whose
means and occupations would allow them to do so, have left
the city ; and a large portion of our citizens have followed
their example, either in the annual crowds that visit the North
or the neighboring watering places, which latter are alfover¬
flowing, leaving the city almost a desert. As to business in
the way of sales, purchases, negotiations, or collections, it is
literally suspended. "Nothing is doing, and nobody to do
U with. Lven the municipal authorities can scarcely make
sufficient collections to meet the ordinary current puhlic ex¬

penses.
A stranger visiting New Orleans now and in December

next would find it difficult to realize it was the same city.

NORTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS.

FROM THE WlLMIXfiTOX chronicle of WEDXESDAT.

Retirn or Officers..Captains William J. Price and'
George Williamson, Jr., and Lieut Tatum, all of the North
Carolina Volunteer Regiment, arrived here on Thursday last,
from General Taylor's camp, having left there on the *J6th
July. They have comc in on the recruiting service.
We learn from Capt. Price that when ce left it was (Jen.

Taylor's design to move towards San Luis Potosi some time
between the 1st and 15th September; but at the BrasosCapt.
P. met with an officer bearing despatches for the General,
which, it was suspected, would change his plans, although
their exact purport could not of course be known.
We hod a conversation yesterday with Mr. J. B. Melvin,

of Bladen county, one of the North Carolina volunteers, lie-
longing to Company I, Captain Kirkpatrick, who was dis¬
charged on account of sickness. Mr. Melvin left Saltillo on

the 7th August, and Monterey on the 16th. He informed us

that at the time he left aliout one hundred and fifty of the
regimenl had died, and about the same number were then
sick. Three and four had died each day for the week previ¬
ous to his leaving. At the parade on the last Saturday in
July only about 250 men appeared fit for duty, exclusive of
forty-five or filly on guard. From twenty-five to thirty were

discharged at the same time Mr. Melvin was, and for the
same cause. Lieut. Beatty, of company I, has resigned, and
is coming home.

Viroinia Lkoislatcrk..The vacancy in the Virginia
House of Delegates, occasioned by the death of a member from
Giles and Mercer, has been filled by a Democrat, which gives
that party two majority on joint ballot.

The United States schooner On ha hy-e, in twenty days
from Pensacola, arrived t*t New York on Thursday morning
Passed Midshipman Charles Waddell, after an illness of
live days, died on the 3ftth ultimo.

Railroad Accident..We learn from the Martinsburg
(Va.) Gazette that some of the cars attached to the passenger
train of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad were thrown from the
track on 1 uesday last, near Iledgesville, a few miles above
Martinsburg. Two of the hands and two of the passengers
were severely injured. One of the passengers was a gentle¬
man by the name of Pii-er, from Ohio, who had his leg
I'roken, and the other (name not known) was from Kentucky,
whose arm was broken. Both are doing well.

Running away with an >ther man's wife is now called
'. stealing female clothing," as decided at 1'ittsburg. A man
named laylor was arrested by the husband of the wotnnn

(Mrs. Davis) with whom he had eloped from Detroit The
husband, failing in reaching him by any other process,
brought him before the Mayor charged with larceny in the
t iking away ol his wife's clothes. He was brought before
.lodge Lowrie on a writ of habeas corpus. His honor, after
bearing the evidence, postponed his decision for two days,
when he remanded the prisoner to jail to await the requisition
ol the authorities of Michigan on a charge of lareeny. This
is bringing the stealing of hearts down to the unromantic re¬

ality of stealing clothes.

Cattion to the Ladies .A lady, says the Syracuse
V.; */) Journal, visiting at one of our first families, who was

assisting in making arrangements for a wedding party, a few
days since narrowly escaped death by tnsting Iho oil of al¬
mond*. Having uncorked the vial and merely touched the
cork with the tip of the tongue, she was suddenly seiaed wilh
violent spaams and severe pain, which continued for nearly
twenty-four hours, notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the
physicians.

ARMY MEDICAL BOARD.

A Board of Army Surgeons for the examination
of applicants lor appointment to the Medical Staff
of the Regular Army will convene in the city of
New York on the 27th of October ensuing, and
" ill probably continue in session for three or four
weeks.

Applications must be addressed to the Secretary
of,War, must state the age and residence of the ap¬
plicant, and must be accompanied by respectable
testimonials (mere references are not sufficient) of
Ins possessing the moral and physical qualifications
requisite lor filling creditably the responsible sta¬
tion, and for performing ably the arduous and active
duties of an Oflicer of the Medical Staff.

Sriicitosr Gexeiial's Office, Sei-t. 10, 1847.

VOTING WHILE OUT OF THE COUNTRY.

We have recently noticed a statement, which we
could hardly credit at lirst, that by the election law
c*l J cnnsylvania the volunteers belonging to that
State, serving in the armies of tile United States
are to be allowed to vote in State elections, and ot
course in United States elections, although ab¬
sent from the country. The Philadelphia News
gives the following account of this strange law :

i! "i!y.the l'rovi6io,,s Of our election law, the troops from
tins Mate who are in actual military service on the day of the
election, under a requisition from the President of the United
Mates may exercise the right of suffrage, at such place as

may be appointed by the comnumding officer of the troops or

unujmny to which they shall respeclivtfy belong, as fully ua
if they were present at the usual place of election." The
captain or commanding officer of each company or troop aeU
at. judge, and the first lieutenant orofiicer second in command
nets ns mspector for such tioop or company! WiSZe
XMSV* JU,Jr "»'»fnut a rt turn thereof through the nearest post office.together

with the t.ckets, tally list*, and list* ofvotL, tfihe> protW
Ury of the county which such electors would T»«. voSd
IZX-TZ".- ,And,als° a rcturn to »'»> command¬

ing officer of the regiment or battalion, who shall make n

general return of the votes of the companies or troops undeJ
his command, and shall transmit the same through th« nearest
post office to the Secretary of the Commonwealth. The pro.
th°Pol*V ol the county to whom such returns are made iJTo
deliver to the return judges of the county a cop,j of theleturn
of votes. I he return judges of the proper counties a7e re.

eZT/tn° nu'eth0n the "econd Tue*dav in November after the
/ ct on ; or where two or more counties are connected in the

election, on the * riday following that day, and to «include in
their enumeration the votes so returned.9"

J Ills anomalous law becomes of importance all
over the country, from the fact that the right of
noting at general elections is,conferred upon all
citizens permitted in each State to vote in State
elections, and the law might therefore have an im¬
portant ellect upon the affairs of the whole nation
As a law it strikes us as entirely opposed to the
general principles of our system, which makes ,-e-
sidence an essential feature and test of the ricrht of
suffrage. It further offends against the universality
of that right, by selecting a particular class of ab¬
sentees. It would be quite as just, and probably

,nore Practicable, to give this privilege, if it he
one, to our merchant seamen, and make masters of

So7ei«r.rgoes i"spe"ors and re,umi"«
Whether it is to be supposed that the law can

survive the test of comparison with the constitutions
f enns\ lvania and the United States or not, it will

probably meet its fate from its impracticability.
aptams and Generals can hardly be called upon to

hold elections and count and return votes, or to be
.1 tie to decide questions as to the citizenship and
domic.l of their men. Clerks and Prothonotaries
could almost never make up their returns, when
jej were to wait for the ballot of one voter from

Monterey, another in the Halls of the Montezuraas,
and perhaps half a dozen at San Francisco.

ir
e have np desire to restrict our army in any of

their real rights. I his we conceive to be no riirht
tL vn,We , l!nted'10 be 8car(,elv a privilege,
1 he voters would be called upon, if at all, to decide
questions which they had not had the opportunity
of examining, and to make selections between men
whose claims could not properly be laid before
them..Jloston Daily Advertiser.

"PASSIVE OBEDIENCE."

We do not think the public has yet sufficiently examined
and condemned the course sketched out originally by Presi¬
dent Polk in his message to Congress, and since followed as¬

siduously by the government official journal and its affiliated
presses, m relation to the imputation of moral treason on (hose
who presume to differ with the Executive with regard to the
war with Mexico, or any war into which the country may be
hastily or injudiciously plunged. It was a new discovery
here ; or, at least, the first introduction of the old European
doctrine of" Passive Obedience" into the politics of this coun¬
try, and the author should have all the credit due to this im¬
provement upon even the arbitrary notions of one of his illus¬
trious predecessors. What had been iong since exploded in
Lngland, and is now not fashionable in France, is revived in
republican America, and the chains with which power would
bind the thoughU and the free opinion, of men merely attempt¬
ed to be concealed with empty and vain pretences, ao flimsy
that all must see the galling iron beneath.
.

It is not a light thing that this attempt should now have
been made, h shows the efl'ronterv as well as the wickedness
of power. If it is allowed to place honorable men under the
ban, because they do not think, and will not say, that the
Lxecutive was right in bringing on this war with Mexico, and
fi>! lefusing to unite in lauding the motive* and conduct of
tinise who were instrumental in afllictmg us with its evils, it
will 1k> a very easy step to proceed a little further in the down-
ward course ot despotism, and introduce something still more

stringent to curb the freedom of speech, if not the right to
think. A neditum law is not far off when the leaders of a

dominant party have the audacity to anathematize those who
do not acknowledge fealty to an Administration, because
that Administration is conducting a war in which it has in¬
volved the country. ,

And what more monstrous than the assumption thus made
by the Administration and its journals 4 They confound the
frovernment with those who execute the laws, and raise up
Presidential Prerogative as the object of homage and submis¬
sion. They place a bit in the mouths and a rein upon the
tongues of the |>eople and their representatives. Because war
exista there must l>e silence.the silence of despotism Is
this a doctrine to be preached before and enforced uih.ii a free
country '

Instead, then, of timely submitting to the denunciations
and imputations of the Administration, let those assailed turn

upon th« ir accusers, and, whilst vindicating the right of the
people to think what they please and say what they pleas,
concerning the conduct of public affair., in ,mr as well as

peace, charge home upon them the fact of attempting to revive
at home the odious principle of « Passive Obedience" to
Power..Alexandria (uizette.

The Rev. Mr. Marrir delivered a lecture on Friday even¬

ing of last week in the Tal»ernacle in the city of New York
The subject of the reverend gentleman's discourse was the
Mexican war, and he took the popular Loeofoco ground in
relation to it. He announced himself in favor of amirxing
all of Mexico, her mountains and valleys, with all the delec¬
table population that roam over them, to the Ignited States.
His patriotism is much more comprehensive than discrimina¬
ting. We do not know whether he is in f.vor of slaving
the eight millions of people that inhabit that territory, or of
eating then, up, or of converting them into decent Republi¬
cans and exemplary Christians. Like other rabid annexa¬

tionists, he has not probably yet made up his mind as to what
should be done with the men and women, the olive-colored
lieauttes, the murderous rancheros, the Indians, the half-
breeds, quarter-breeds, three-quarter-breeds, and the infinite
variety of other I,reed, that mark the human form in that
doomed country. Some of the Locofocos are for sweeping
them from the earth with ruthless and unsparing slaughter,
while others, far more merciful, are in fa. ,»r of amalgama¬
tions, absorptions, and modifications, the cffi ct of which will
I* to greatly puxzle future genealogj.u,, aiKj lrt proJuM, a

mixture of blood more perplexing than the mixtuie ot tongues
at Uabel..Louisville Journal.

FROM BALTIMOREAND THE NORTH.

Baltimore, September 10.5 P. M.
The failure of the house in New York of Prime, Ward <St

Co. has created some excitement here to-day, though, »o far
as I can learii, their liabilities here are few, and in no cas*
will be seriously felt by either bankers or merchants of
Baltimore.
The news from Mexico, shadowing the hope of peace and

the success of our arms, was gladly received. Flag* have
been tlying from various public buildings during the day in
consequence ol the favorable intelligence.
The flour market remains dull and without change. Sales

to-day of about 500 barrels Howard street at $5.35, and 300
barrels City M ills at $5. 12J.mostly held at $5.25. The
inspections of the week amount to 13,047 barrels.rather a

falling off.
Wheat is dull, with sales of red at $1.00 a $ 1.03, and

white do. $1.05 a #1.08 ; strictly prime white do. $1.15.
About 45,000 bushels wheat have been sold during the
week. It is now rather on the decline. Hales of white and
yellow corn at 58 a- tit) ; oats 35 a 38 ; rye 70.

There is no change to notice in provisions. Beef cattle
$2.62 per 100 lbs. gross average, and hogs $6.50 a $7 j
whiskey 26J a 27A.
There is no special change to notice in tobacco, except that

wrappery had slightly declined. The receipts of Ohio are

mostly common. The inspections of the week amount to
2,051 hhds., viz: 1,476 Marylund, 573 Ohio, and 2 Vir¬
ginia. Prices range as follows : Maryland $2 to 3 for inferior
and common ; $3 a 7.50 for good common; $5 a 9 for good ;

§6 a 20 for tine and better qualities ; Ohio common #2.25 a
2 50 ; good common $2.75 a 3 ; reds $4 a 10 ; fine wrap¬
pery red $15 a 20 ; spangled $4 a 10 ; yellow #9 a 13.

Timothy hay #20 per ton ; wool 26 to 40 cents for washed
common and fine.

Government securities were firmer to-day, but no siiea,
waiting to ascertain the effect of the news from Mexico.
Sales of $1,500 Maryland 6's, 88; $3,000 City 6's, 101 ;
$300 Baltimore and Ohio Railroad bonds, 97 ; United States
6's cloned 104^ bid, 106 asked; Treasury 6's 103 bid, 105
asked.
The Telegraph between Baltimore and Philadelphia be¬

came disarranged by the storm yesterday afternoon, and it has
not been working since. I am therefore without my usual
despatches.
The important news from*Mexico and the seat of war, sent

on here by telegraph yesterday from the South, unfortunately
went no further than Baltimore until it was taken by the re¬

gular mail, and probably reached Philadelphia this morning.

ARRIVAL OF A SARDINIAN CORVETTE.

The Sardinian corvette Aurora, commanded by
the Marquis HipolitoSpixola, arrived at New York
on Tuesday, from Genoa.- She is a school-ship of
500 tons, carrying 8 guns, 118 men, 25 naval scho¬
lars, who rank as midshipmen, and 7 officers. The
object of the voyage is quite interesting:
" At Genoa there is a Naval School, or Marine College,

which is said to be the best regulated in the world. There
are twenty-five young men in it, who are distinguished either
for the nobility ol their family, the military service their fathers
have rendered the State, or for their own talents. The Ma¬
rine College stands on a commanding position in the city o

Genoa, overlooking the town and the enchanting bay, and
every facility is provided by the Government for the education
of the scholars. They are educated for the sea and for the
world. A full-rigged man-of-war stands in the court-yard of
the college, where the young signarini can make their first
essays in seamanship without being subjected to the inconve¬
nience of salt water, for the ship stands some two hundred feet
above the sea. After the annual examination each year the
scholars are sent to sea five months, for the double purpose of
learning practical seamanship and navigation, and to visit for¬
eign countries."

These particulars are gathered from a letter writ¬
ten by C. Edwards Lester, late U. S. Consul at
Genoa, who adds :
" Every year the Marine College is transferred to the sea

for a cruise of five months, in which there are immense advan¬
tages. These young men in.short jackets are already accom¬
plished gentlemen and sailors, They have seen many coun¬
tries, and they speak several languages. Last year, under
the same able commander, the Marquis Spinola, they made a

voyace to England, and sailed around the British islands, visit¬
ing all the naval ports, arsenals, and magazines of that great
naval Power. The previous year they visited Greece, Tur¬
key, the Black Sea, and the shores and cities of the Mediter¬
ranean. These voyages arc made, too, in the most beautiful
season of the year, and in the spring time of life, when the
most |iermunent and the most powerful impressions we ever
receive, are excited, and when the mind and the character yield
with grace and flexibility to every new passing object.
" There is something peculiarly interesting in the departure

of these twenty-five young Italians trom the birth-place of Co¬
lumbus for the'distant land thai great navigator discovered. In
their veins How the same warm blood that coursed through,
the heart of that immortal hero; they have l>een born under
the shadows of the same bold mountains, and in youth looked
off on the same blue sea, and each on* has the last night dream¬
ed of that far-off land over the deep, wiih its warm hearts anJ
bright eyes. Thev have a right to expect a cheerful and fra¬
ternal welcome ; nor can I doubt they will receive it. Their
absence is limited to five months, and they will stay but a short
time among our citizens. Many of our officers, particularly of
Commodores Morgan, Mortis, and Smith's fleets, will long re¬

member the warm, hearty, and open, cheerful homes of Ge¬
noa. The hospitable and princely entertainments of the Gov¬
ernor of Genoa, the magnificent wines of the casino of the city,
the elegant soirees of the Marquis de Negro, the enchanting
strains of Carlo Felice, will always recall bright days to the
memories of our gallant officers who had the good fortune t<»
sail under ihose well known commanders."

VOLUNTEERING.
The military spirit seems to be as active as ever in Kk*-

TtcKT. Only a short time has elapsed since the requisition
on the Governor of that State for two more regiments of vo¬

lunteers was received by that officer, and yet we hear of five
companies having been reported to him for acceptance on

Thursday last, viz. two from Fayette county, two from Frann-
lin, and one from Owen. Six or seven companies were in

course of organization in Lbuisville.
On the other hand, we observe that Governor Brow-., of

Mississippi, has found it. necessary to issue a proclamation to

the people of that State, informing them that on the 23d ul¬
timo, the time appointed lor completing the five companies to

form a battalion of volunteer rirt-men some time ago called
for by the President of the United States, only we company
hail been reported, arid urging the different military division*
of the State to furnish their respective quotas as speedily as

possible, not delaying beyond the 25th of the present month.
The Governor thinks that the delay in furnishing these troop*
from his State is attributable to an idea on the part of the peo¬
ple that to raise a single battalion was so light a matter that no

effoit was necessary. He hopes that active exertions will
now be made to fulfil the requisition.
Arrival or thf. U. S. Frioatf. Savawkjah...The fri¬

gate Savannah, Willi aw Mi.rvik*, Esq., commanding,
arrived at New Vork on Wednesday night from Kio Janeiro,
alter a very quick |tn«*aee of thirty-nine days.

\ very striking case of the exhibition of National Courto-

.v occurred during the voyage of Queen Victoria to Scotland
on the occasion of her visit, which, at last dates, she was still

paying to theScotti.h people. At Senner Cove, off Cornwall,
the royal party overhauled a New Vork packet ship ; the

captain of the packet fired a salute, and had his yards ltnme-

diatelv manned in honor of the fair Sovereign of Lngland.
Her Majesty was determined not to be outdone in politeness,
and she immediately ordered the American flag to be run up
on board of her ves-el.

\ccib«»t ov this Poetaok Railroad.'The Hollidays-
burg papers gives the particulars of two accident, on the rail¬
road last week. la",« by whuh » m"n

the name of William Morgan was caught between two true **

nn,I instantly killed- On Tuesday a section boat, named
Hamn« I 1. Funk, from Harnsburg, came in contact w.Ui a

train of ears la-longing t » the Penua and Ohio line, ""'achingtwo or thiee of them to atoms, and wrecking consnleiablv
more. One passenger, Andrew Cassady, from Baltimore,
bad his hand crushed. The other pas^ncers escaped injury.

We learn from the Gloucester (Moss ) Telegraph that the

fishing business during the present season has been ." £and the prospect is that the year s resuUvvd!^the last three or four years. I pwards of seve. y
^ ^^

gone to the Bay of Chaleur from that port,
more than usual.


